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LINCOLN, LAWYER, showing Lincoln in his early manhood, is the
subject of one of the intaglio-gravure
pictures illustrating "Abraham Lincoln."
LINCOLN'S EARLY MANHOOD
Tue•day Daily R.eaclinf tn The Mentor Coun e

A CCORDING to the frontier cusa boy became of age
he left his father's house to seek
his own fortune. So in 1830 Abraham
Lincoln departed to grapple with the
world.
He hired himself to Denton Offutt, a
wandering trader and storekeeper, and
helped him to build a flatboat and sail it
upon the Sangamon, Illinois, and Mississippi Rivers to New Orleans. A year
later Offutt made him a clerk in his country store at New Salem, Illinois.
This gave him moments of leisure to
devote to education. He borrowed a few
books, and began to study law. At that
time an ambitious man naturally turned
to law; for it was the highroad to politics.
Lincoln created quite a sensation in
the neighborhood by his contest with the
champion wrestler of New Salem. The
bout was a fierce one. Neither could
throw the other; but Lincoln, due to his
coolness and self-command, really won it.
His opponent, Jack Armstrong, afterward became one of his lifelong friends.
In 1832 Lincoln became a candidate
for the Illinois legislature; but before the
election was held the Black Hawk Indian
War broke out. Volunteers were called,
and Lincoln was elected captain of a
company. It is said that the oath of
allegiance was administered to Lincoln
at this time by Jefferson Davis, then a
lieutenant, but afterward president of
the Con(ederacy. As captain of his company Lincoln was twice in disgrace; one
time for firing a pistol near camp, and
another because nearly his entire company was intoxicated. He was in no
battle; but after his company was mustered out he reenlisted as a private.

n_ tom, when

He was defeated in his candidacy for
the legislature, due to his unpopular adherence to Henry Clay. He himself was
very popular, and in his own election
district received nearly all the votes
cast.
After the election Lincoln was, as be
himself says, without means and out of
business, but an.~ious to remain with his
friends who had treated him so generously. He and a friend, William Berry,
bought a small country store. Unfortunately, however, Berry was fonder of
looking upon the wine when it was red
than of attending to business; and Lincoln preferred to read and tell stories ·
rather than trade. So in the spring of
1833 they went into bankruptcy. Lincoln assumed the firm's debts, which he
did not fully pay off till fifteen years
later. The years of struggle to settle
these debts, his economy, and his steadfast faith to his obligations won for him
the title of "honest old Abe." He was
appointed postmaster at New Salem in
May, 1833, and in 1834 was finally
elected to the legislature.
He served in the legislature until 1842.
In one of his campaigns he said, •1 go
for all sharing the privileges of the government who assist in bearing its burdens. Consequently, I go for admitting
all whites to the right of suffrage who
pay taxes or bear arms (by no means
excluding females.).• It is said that this
sentiment proves Lincoln to have been a
believer in woman suffrage.
Lincoln had an earlY. romance. He
becaQle engaged -to Miss Ann Rutledge;
but her death broke this off and caused
the keenest sorrow of his early life. On
November 4, 1842, at Springfield, Illinois,
he married Mary Todd.
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN-LAWYER

OF LINCOLN, by Gutzon Borglum, the famous American sculptor, is the
subject of one of the intaglio-gravure
pictures illustrating "Abraham Lincoln."
THE DOUGLAS DEBATES

S

Wedneoday Dally Readlnf in The Mentor Courae

TEPHEN A. DOUGLAS of Illinois
was in his tirni! probably the most
powerful figure in national politics.
He was one of the leaders of what is now
the Democratic party.
Douglas was United States senator
from Illinois. In 1858 his term was expiring and he planned for reelection; but
in June, by unanimous resolution of the
Republican state nominating convention
of Illinois, Lincoln was declared "the first
and only choice of the Republicans of
Illinois for the United States senate as
a successor to Stephen A. Douglas.•
Lincoln's speech at this convention is
well known. He put himself on record
as saying that the United States could·
not exist partly slave and partly free.
These were the famous words:
"A house divided against itself cannot
stand. I believe this government cannot
endure permanently half slave and half
free. I do not exp~ct the Union to be
dissolved, I do not expect the house to
fall; but I do expect it will cease to be
divided. It will become all one thing or
a11 the other. Either the opponents of
slavery will arrest the further spread of
it and place it where fue public mind
shall rest in the belief that it is in the
course of ultimate extinction, or the advocates will push it forward, until it
shall become alike lawful in all the states,
old as well as new, north as well as
south."
Lincoln challenged Douglas to a joint
debate on the subject. It was with evident hesitation that Douglas accepted.
He did not desire to commit himself absolutely to a proslavery program. .
The opponents met at seven designated
places in the state. It was arranged that
alternately one should speak for an hour
in opening, the other an hour and a half
in replying, and then the first should have
half an hour in closing. People thronged
to these debates. Processions, music,

and fireworks greeted them wherever
they went, and their partizans rallied
round them.
The great turning point came when
Douglas asked his opponent a series of
questions which were intended to commit
Lincoln to strong ·antislavery doctrines.
Lincoln decided to take a most unusual
stand, one that might threaten his future
career. He realized that if he answered
Douglas he would have to commit himself to the doctrine of antislavery. His
answer was tha,t he was pledged not to
the abolition of slavery in certain districts of the country, but in all territories
of the United States.
In turn he put four questions to Douglas, the second of which was, "Can the
people of a United States territory in any
lawful way, against the wish of any citizen of the United States, exclude slavery
from its limits prior to the formation of
a state constitution?"
This was a delicate question for Douglas to answer directly. If he replied
that slavery should not actually exist in
the territories unless the people desired
it, he was likely to offend the South. If
he answered otherwise, he would probably offend his supporters in Illinois.
Lincoln's friends advised him against
asking the question; for they said that
if he did he would never become a senator. Lincoln replied, "Gentlemen, I am
killing larger game. If Douglas answers,
he can never be president. And the
battle of 1860 is worth a hundred of
this!"
As Lincoln expected, Douglas avoided
a direct answer, but replied that the
people of a territory could practically
prevent slavery by "unfriendly legislation." This so far satisfied the Illinois
voters that Douglas won the senatorship;
but he lost all chances of becoming president, because he lost the support of the
South.
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HEAD OF LINCOLN . BY GUTZON BORGLUM
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RI.SIDENT ABRAHMI

LINCOLN,

showing the president as he looked
during the trying times of the Civil \Var,
•
is the subject of one of the intagliogravure pictures illustrating "Abraham Lincoln."
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. PRESIDENT

W

Thureday Dally Readlnr In The Mencor Couree

HEN the Republican :-.;ational
Convention opened in Chicago
in May, 1860, it was committed to "no extension of slavery.• At
that time William H. Seward was the
most conspicuous Republican in national
politics, and Salmon P. Cha.«e had long
been a leader against slavery. They
were the leading candidates for the Republican nomination, with Seward the
favorite.
But the name of Abraham Lincoln was
presented by Illinois and seconded by
Indiana, and he was known to be the
second choice of many states. Two hundred and thirty-three votes were necessary for a choice. On the third ballot
Lincoln received 2:31½ votes to 180 for
Seward. Without taking another ballot,
enough votes were changed to make Lincoln's total 354, and the nomination was
then made unanimous. Hanniba, Hamlin of .Maine was nominated for the vice
presidency.
This convention and the campaign
that followed were particularly exciting.
Feeling ran high. Stephen A. Douglas
was one of Lincoln's three opponents.
The "rail splitter, n as Lincoln was called,
rcceivod a popular vote of 1,866,352 to
1,357,157 for Douglas, and a majority of
the electoral vote.
During the campaign the southern
leaders frequently a .ser---Cd that the election of Lincoln would mean the abolition

of sw.very, and they said that if this was
the case the South would secede. By the
time he was inaugurated seven states had
formally withdrawn from the Union.
It was a memorable journey from
Springfield, Illinois, to Washington, for
the president-elect. At every station
through which the train passed large
crowds were gathered to catch a fleeting
glimpse of this almost unknown backwoodsman who was to be their chief
executive. Whenever he showed himself
he was called on for a speech.
But Lincoln's presidential career was
not to be a long, •riumphal journey. The
most critical period since the Rwolution
was staring the country in the face. It
was a time when only a strong man could
survive. Lincoln's inaugural address declared the Union perpetual He announced that the government would defend its authority, but would not invade
the seceding states. But this attitude
of non-intervention could not be maintained.
Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor
was fired upon, and the garrison forced
to surrender to the Confederates. Lincoln called for sev• nty-five thou··,md volunteers, and the country responded with
enthusiasm. On April 19 Lin, ·oln proclaimed a blockade of southern ports.
These actions served to unite the South,
and such Confederat.e states as had not
already done so formally seceded.
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PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN

HE FIRST READING OF THE
EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION, one of the most important and
far-reaching acts of Lincoln's administration, is the subject of one of the intagliogravure pictures illustrating ~'Abraham Lincoln."
THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION

T

Fdday Dally Readlni, in The Mentor Couue

HE slavery question presented one
of the greatest problems of the
Civil War. In August, 1861, Congress passed an act abrogating the rights
of slave owners to slaves employed in
hostile service against the Union. Shortly after this General Fr~mont, by military order, declared martial law and confiscation against active enemies, with
free<lom to their slaves, in the state of
Missouri. But Lincoln did not believe
that the time was ripe for complete freedom of the negroes, and he ca'lsed the
orders to be modified.
In the meantime, however, he was
quietly preparing a way for the Emancipation Proclamation. In 1862 he sent a
special message to Congress which recommended offering money aid to states
that adopted the gradual abolishment
of slavery. This had a great influence
on public opinion. In April, Congress
emancipated all slaves in the District
of Columbia, with compensation to the
owners.
All the time slaves were escaping to
the North, and these slaves were not returned to the seceding states. Lincoln
saw that what was needed to bind the
Northsolidly together wasa proclamation
of freedom to all slaves in the Confederate states. Not all the people of the North
were in sympathy with the war. Many
citizens believed that the South had an
absolute right to withdraw from the
Union if it wished. On all sides the
president was assailed as an abolitionist,
a disturber of business, and a murderer.
Despite all these discouragements, Linwin continued in his firm stand that the

Union must not be dissolved. He decided to issue an Emancipation Proclamation in 1861, and withheld it only because at that time the Union armies were
suffering serious reverses, and the proclamation would have had no force.
But in 1862 the North began to gain
ground, and the tide of war swept southward. On September 22, 1862, President
Lincoln issued his preliminary Proclamation of Emancipation, giving notice that
on January 1, 1863, "all persons held as
slaves within any state or designated
part of a state, the people whereof shall
then be in rebellion against the United
States, shall be then, thenceforward, and
forever free."
On December 30 of the same year he
presented to each member of the cabinet
a copy of the draft he had made of the
new '.lnd final Emancipation Proclamation. The next day the cabinet member::
brought back their criticisms and suggestions on the draft that he had given
them, and when the meeting was over
Lincoln rewrote the proclamation in accordance with the suggestions, but did
not change the main provisions of his
own draft.
On January 1, 1863, the usual New
Year's day reception took place at the
executive mansion in the forenoon. After
greeting people for about three hours, in
the afternoon President Lincoln and a
dozen persons gathered in the e:,i:ecutive
office, and with no formal ceremony the
president put his signature to the final
Emancipation Proclamation, one of the
most far-reaching acts that was ever accomplished.
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f"IRST Rt.ADING OF THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATIOJ\

MEMORIAL TO ABRAHAM
LINCOLN, which is located at Lincoln's humble birthplace in Kentucky,
is the subject of one of the intagliogravure pictures illustrating "Abraham Lincoln."
THE ASSASSINATION OF LINCOLN

L

Sa~urday Dally Readinlt ln The Mentor Courae

Booth, an actor, hated Lincoln fanatically, and with several others had
arranged a plot to assassinate the heads
of the government.
Booth nerved himself up to his murderous deed by drinking brandy. Holding
his pistol in one hand and his knife in
the other, he opened the box door, put
the revolver to the president's head, and
tory.
But the only effect of this was to solidi- fired. He then stabbed Major Rathbone
fy the party that believed that the war in the arm and vaulted to the stage; but
should be carried on to a finish. The his spur caught in the flag that draped
Republicans nominated Lincoln for presi- the front of the box, and when he fell he
dent and Andrew Johnson for vice presi- broke his leg. Nevertheless, he leaped to
dent. At the election Lincoln won by his feet and brandishing his knife shoutalmost twice as many popular votes as ed, "Sic semper tyrannis!" (thus ever to
McClellan, and was inaugurated for a tyrants), and rushed across thestage and
out of the theater. Hunted for several
second term on March 4, 1865.
In the meanwhile the Civil War was days, he was shot in a barn, where he had
being brought to a decisive close. Gen- concealed himself.
"He has shot the president!" rang
eral Sherman took his army through the
South, destroying connections and cut- through the theater. At first the auditing the South in half. Johnston surren- ence seemed dazed. Then, wild with exdered to him on April 26, 1865, and two citement, it leaped to its feet and rushed
weeks earliel' Lee had surrendered to out to seek the murderer. Lincoln did
not move. His head drooped slightly
Grant at Appomattox, Virginia.
About this time Lincoln was on a visit forward, and his eyes closed. The bullet
to the army, and he entered Richmond had entered the back of his head and
two days after the flight of the Confeder- passed through his brain. He was carate army. He returned to Washington, ried to a house across the street, and mesand made his last public address on the sengers were sent for the cabinet. The
evening of April 11. The war was over. next morning at seven o'clock, April 15,
The Union was saved. Washington was 1865, President Lincoln died. Secretary
in an uproar of joyous enthusiasm, of War Stanton broke the silence that
and the president was the idol of the followed his last breath by saying, "Now
he belongs to the ages!"
hour.
After a great funeral pageant, LinOn the evening of April 14 President
Lincoln went with his family and some coln's body was taken to his home, and
friends to Ford's Theater. John Wilkes laid to rest at Springfield, Illinois.
INCOLN'S first term of office was
to end in 1865, and in 1864 the
Democratic party set out to defeat
him by nominating McClellan for president. The Democrats charged the slow
progress of the war and its great cost to
Lincoln, and he was assailed·on all sides
by bitter and vindictive campaign ora-
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